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Effect of that which passed at the Arraignment of Merick and
others,) says : " That the afternoon before the rebellion, Merick
had procured to be played before them, the play of deposing
King Richard the Second." But in a more particular account of
the proceeding against Merick, which is printed in the State
Trials, vol. vii. p. 60, the matter is stated thus: " The story of
Henry IV. being set forth in a play, and in that play there being
set forth the killing of the king upon a stage ; the Friday before,
Sir Gilly Merick and some others of the earl's train having an
humour to see a play, they must needs have the play of Henry IV.
The players told them that was stale; they should get nothing by
playing that; but no play else would serve : and Sir Gilly Merick
gives forty shillings to Phillips the player to play this, besides
whatsoever he could get,"

Augustine Philippes was one of the patentees of the Globe
playhouse with Shakspeare, in 1603 ; but the play here described
was certainly not Shakspeare's Henry IV. as that commences
above a year after the death of Richard. TYRWHITT.

This play of Shakspeare was first entered at Stationers' Hall
by Andrew Wise, Aug. C29, 1597. STEEVENS.

There were four quarto editions of this play published during
the life of Shakspeare, 1597, 1598, 1608, and 1615. Most of the
material alterations have been already pointed out in the notes.
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